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1 magazine articles, or news 

coup that overthrew Premier 

1 '.'E -

columns, have -long 

near the top 

R 

i~t of infamous Agency acts. lete secrecy about he operation 

known under the cryptonym of TPI\JAX has been impossible to enforce 

ing laws, and enough talkative e 1 including many Iranians, 

to sGgm~nts of t~e op~raticn to make it relatively easy 

ts to reconstruct the in varied but generally inaccurate 

nt that the majority of these accounts miss is a 

military coup th~t overthrew and his National t 

carried out under CIA direction as an act of U~S. gn 

ived and approved at the hi t levels of government. It 

ressively si istic solution, clandestinely arrived at, but 

an official admission 

t normal, -rational methods of international communicution and 

had failed. TPAJAX was entered into as a last resort. 

tar of this policy of ation, Hohamrnad tiosa , was 

madman nor an emotional bundle of senility as he was so ten 

.in the gn press; however, he had become so comnitted to 

nationalism that he did things that could not have conceivably 

peopl even in the best and most altruistic of worlds. In 

to bargain-- on his o;·m unc sing terms--1\ll the 

of these are included in X C. 

SECRft 



1\0,'11 N IS 

SECRET"" 

An 1 i <m Oil , he was in fact de ing the profes 

ticians of the British These leaders believed, 

reason 1 that oil for Britain and high profits far the 

vital to their national interests. had been little n 

to make them respect Iranians, whom company managers and 

representatives saw as inefficient, cor 1 and self-serving. 

British mis their adversaries badly is obvious; re 

that when Iran felt the financial pinch, its resolve would c 1e, 

In fact, of course, the loss of oil revenue did s 

to ir knees; it merely forced them to take the ri 

ly endangered their country's future. It was the tial 

to 1 ave Iran open to et aggress,on--at a time when the 

at its hei and when the United States was involved in 

in Korea against forces supported by the U.S.s.R. and China--

the United States in 

" exec ting TPAJAX. 

How real ware the risks in what was doi Had 

sent in the troops and warships, as they were to do a few 

gai st the Egy ians at Suez, it was almost certain th t the 

18 In his article in the 5 ry 1 
"lihat went Wrong in Iran7 11 



h'OU1 ve occ ed the northern portion of Iran by in 

lr.:Jn an Trca of Friendship of 1 l. It was also quite 

Soviet a would have moved south to drive British 

oft ir Iranian 11
al1ies. 11 not only would Iran's oil 

irre rievab1y lost to the \"est, but the defense chain a 

ion '''hich was part of Us. foreign policy v1ould have 
h 

The viets would have he opportunity to achieve the 

dream of a port on the sian Jf and to drive a 

Under such circumstances, the danger 

s very real. When it ame apparent that e1 

not approve of Mos 's continuing e or the directi 

ing their country, the execution a U.S.-assist 

d a more de i~ble risk than l~tting matters run thei 

cour sa was alrea openly threatening to turn 

for economic help--the Soviets--if Britain did not t 

the United S tes did not come forth with massive id 

oil revenue. fully or in war, the ct Union 

on 1 y pot t i beneficiary of Mos 

d 

t 
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The fact that this decision and the staff work i 

veryclose1y held in Washin is borne out a memoran 

from the Office of Turkish, and Iranian Affairs 

Assistant Secretary of State for N~ar Eastern, South Asian, 

Affairs recommending policies more supportive of Hos It 
in Iran 

that since conditionJ(\-;ere de orating almost to the nt 

and since an att to remove 11osa would risk a civil 

even if successful, alienate the Iranian people, w~ shoul 

financial and technical assistance to Iran in the t 

be able to muddle throu desk f i c e r s 1 po s i t i on 

that increased u.s. aid would, of course, frustrate Brit 

was to undermine Mos 1 s position. By late June, 

aware of the planned operation, and a further position 
; 

lated certain conditions to be met by the British was 

June, as described in the discussion of planning, below. 

B. The Planning Phase 
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